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Introduction: Despite many efforts to promote kidney donation from deceased donors, most kidney
transplants in Vietnam are performed from living donors; furthermore, ABO blood group
incompatibility (ABOI) remains a crucial barrier. We started performing ABOi kidney transplants (ABOi
KT) in December 2021. This study evaluates the results of ABOi KT cases at Cho Ray hospital

Methods: In a case study, patients underwent ABOi KT from living donors. The desensitization
protocol included rituximab followed by plasmapheresis. Immunosuppression was undertaken using
tacrolimus, mycophenolate mofetil, and prednisolone. All patients received basiliximab for induction
therapy.

Results: From December 2021 to March 2023, three male patients received ABOi kidney
transplantation. Transplantation was performed at antibody titers < 1:16. The patient attended two
to four plasmapheresis sessions before transplantation. Graft survival was 100%, with normal kidney
function, no rejection, and complications.

Conclusion: ABOi KT will significantly expand the living donor pool and offer hope to many end-
stage renal disease patients without ABO-compatible donors. However, the high cost and risk of
acute rejection and infection remain a significant concern



